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Extending the London Stage Database is made possible in part by a major grant from the National 
Endowment for the Humanities (Award #HAA-300527-24).*  

Additional support comes from the following units at the University of Oregon: the Office of the Vice 
President for Research and Innovation, the College of Arts and Sciences, the Department of English, 
UO Libraries, and UO Information Services.

* Any views, findings, conclusions, or recommendations expressed here do not necessarily represent those of the National Endowment for the Humanities.

Toolkit:
https://nhalliance.org/federal-funding/savetheneh/
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“Your grant no longer effectuates the agency’s needs and 
priorities and conditions of the Grant Agreement and is subject 

to termination due to several reasonable causes, as outlined in 
2CFR§200.340. 

NEH has reasonable cause to terminate your grant in light of the 
fact that the NEH is repurposing its funding allocations in a 

new direction in furtherance of the President’s agenda.”



Dr. Mattie Burkert 24 April 2025

Not for circulation – please return to author 5



Dr. Mattie Burkert 24 April 2025

Not for circulation – please return to author 6

londonstagedatabase.
uoregon.edu/history.
php
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https://podcast.data-is-plural.com/2159594/12535551
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“Our system cannot become obsolete from advances in hardware, 
because our programs are written in BASIC and PL/1, 
assiduously supported by Digital Equipment Corporation and 
IBM, the two leading computer manufacturers: there is no 
chance that either will build computers that are incompatible 
with these programming languages, or that Lawrence would be 
so foolhardy as to buy computers incompatible with ten years 
programming work.”

Letter from Ben R. Schneider, Jr.  to Leeds Barrol, 
15 January 1976, Lawrence University Archives

LSDB Data Management Plan, 2023: “The 
project team will continue to promote data 
access, reuse, and distribution by…submitting 
the final project data and metadata for re-review 
and re-federation into the Advanced Research 
Consortium’s 18thConnect and NINES 
discovery platforms.”
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Playbills from Bill Vol G2 C85, Folger  
Shakespeare Library, Washington, D.C. 
Photos by Mattie Burkert, 2017
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Open dataset for Vareschi 
and Burkert, “Archives, 

Numbers, Meaning,” 
Theatre Journal (2016)

Speculative Enterprise: 
Public Theaters and Financial 
Markets in London, 1688-1763

University of 
Virginia Press, 2021
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“Revivals and adaptations of Tudor and early Stuart 
plays drew attention to the experience of markets a 
century earlier, while new plays self- consciously 
reworked inherited tropes and genres to meet the 
needs of the day. In engaging with dramatic 
tradition in these ways, the theater complicated both 
nostalgic visions of England’s precapitalist past and 
uncritical celebrations of its fiscal modernity.”

Speculative Enterprise, page 3

For like our Mints, our Scribler has made bold, 
To make all new by melting down the Old. 
Nor can you blame him, if he has the Skill, 
But to maintain the Ancient Standard still; 
For, what he finds in weight deficient grown. 
He will make good with Bullion of his own.

1697 prologue to The Sham Lawyer
cited in Speculative Enterprise, page 73
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“We can study trends (the rise of 
pantomime; the interest in 
Shakespeare; the rise and fall of 
theatres; the decline of the 
drama); we can look for patterns 
(In what ways is one season like 
another? What is a typical stage 
career like? To what extent do 
actors specialize? What is the 
effect of the repertory system?). 
There’s too much information about 
18th century theatre; without 
computer help we can’t see the 
forest for the trees.” 

Ben Ross Schneider, Jr., Travels in 
Computerland (1974), 230
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https://www.econo
mist.com/graphic-
detail/2019/10/26/

when-was-
greatness-thrust-

upon-william-
shakespeare

nightingaledvs.
com/data-is-plural-

submissions-
london-stage-

database
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nightingaledvs.
com/data-is-plural-

submissions-london-
stage-database

nightingaledvs.
com/data-is-plural-

submissions-london-
stage-database
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nightingaledvs.
com/data-is-plural-
submissions-london-
stage-database

nightingaledvs.
com/data-is-plural-

submissions-london-
stage-database
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For like our Mints, our Scribler has made bold, 
To make all new by melting down the Old. 
Nor can you blame him, if he has the Skill, 
But to maintain the Ancient Standard still; 
For, what he finds in weight deficient grown. 
He will make good with Bullion of his own.

1697 prologue to The Sham Lawyer
cited in Speculative Enterprise, page 73
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thank you.
mburkert@uoregon.edu | 

mattieburkert.com


